
Celebrating 6 Decades of ministry and mission                 moving forward in faith  

How quickly time moves on!   

It seems that the spring rains (deluge?) just yielded to the summer sun, and  

already the calendar tells us that September is upon us!   

Here at St. Michaelõs, the coming of fall signals many things; the start of Sunday 

school, the return to our two service schedule, a new confirmation class, and the 

return of the choir are perhaps the most visible changes that you will notice. 

But other òseasonaló changes are also afoot, though perhaps less noticeable.  

Back in January, you began a season of transition, having just said goodbye to 

Pastor Janet after 20 years of ministry together.  You welcomed me into your 

midst, and quickly made me feel at home.  We spent time getting to know one  

another, a process that continues.   

We had many casual conversations about your concerns and hopes for the future.  

We worked together on some tweaks to our worship, on some ways of handling 

administrative matters, and on the work of our deacons, just to name a few.  We 

spoke often about how you want to be in ministry in the years to come, and we 

had more than a few chats about your anxieties surrounding buildings and budg-

ets, and your visions for community outreach.  These are all conversations that 

needed to happen (and need to continue) during this transition time, because 

they will, to a great extent, inform your search for a new called pastor. 

We are now at the next stage of your transition.  With the completion of the Con-

gregational Vitality Survey, you have articulated your needs, your concerns, and 

your hopes.  Your council is now processing all of that, seeking to translate the 

results of the survey into concrete plans and priorities.   

By the time you read this, your council leaders will have begun the work of form-

ing a new search committee.  That is your next step, and the consensus is that 

the time has come to take that step.  There should be definitive news in that re-

gard by mid-month.  In the meanwhile, continue to pray for St. Michaelsõ ministry, 

its leaders, and its people.  Pray also for the people in our community to whom 

God is calling us to minister. 

As we read in Ecclesiastes 3:1, òFor everything, there is a season, and a time for 

every purpose under heaven.ó  Now is the season for planning and for moving for-

ward in faith! 
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Pastorõs Report continued 

Stay tuned for news about your search committee, and for some thoughts about the search process.   

God is doing a new thing! 

-Pastor Paul  

 

Congregation Council  Report 

This is a time of new beginnings.  A beginning of a new school year, a restarting of our 

standard worship service times, a changing of the seasons of the year (almost) and, 

once again, the beginning of the Great New York State Fair (oh boy!!).  My advice, if you 

do go to the Fair, stay away from the deep-fried breakfast.  It may look interesting but itõs 

really not good for you!! 

 

I am pleased to tell you also that, over the summer, we had a couple of changes in lead-

ership positions at St. Michaels too.  I am so excited to announce that Dick Wood has 

taken over as the Stewardship Committee chair.  I cannot understate the importance of 

this facet of our lives together.  He has written an excellent piece in this Trumpet that 

sets the stage for the path St. Michaels will take in the coming years, with everyone play-

ing a huge role in the viability and vitality of our Christian life together. 

 

With Dickõs move to Stewardship, the position of chair of the Property Committee was 

vacated.  Thank you to Dave Esperson who has stepped up to fill this role. 

 

On another note, Iõve been asked about the status of the survey that many of us took in 

early June.  I want to let you know that Council has spent some time with the aid of Syn-

od leadership discussing the results of our Congregational Vitality Assessment.  During 

our next meeting, we will continue shape our future in response to your input.  We will 

soon be in a position to share this information with the congregation as a whole. 

 

God bless, 

Jeff Till ,  380-8080 

Congregation Council President 
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Stewardship 

                            By their fruits you will know them.  ð Matthew 7:20 

 

This Fall we will be talking a lot about stewardship. Beyond the usual stewardship season, 

over the next two years we as a congregation will have the stewardship of St. Michaelsõ fu-

ture in our hands as we make decisions about the shape of our congregation. What fruits 

do we hope to bear as individuals and as a congregation? 

 

St. Michaels continues to bear much good fruit, as we have since our founding over sixty 

years ago. Most fundamental is the fruit each of us bears carrying our faith into our daily 

lives. A healthy spirit-filled òtreeó bears fruit because that is what it is. So, too, as a con-

gregation family, we help and empower one another to bear fruit through outreach, mis-

sion, and service, because that is what Christians do in community. We bear fruit through 

the global church; the ELCA Malaria Campaign is a great example. 

 

As we consider our congregationõs way forward, we should celebrate these fruits! Consid-

ering the fruits we hope to bear individually and as a congregation should help us envision 

the future we want for St. Michaelõs (and ourselves). We then need to think deliberately 

about the resources we will need to bear these fruits: planting, tilling, harvesting with our 

hands, hearts and talents; seed, soil, and yes, money. Which of you, desiring to build a 

tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it? 

(Luke 14:28). 

 

In the coming months I will write more specifically about some of the choices we face, the 

resources we have and the resources we will need. We will endeavor to create opportuni-

ties to engage together in considering, discussing, clarifying and praying about these 

choices.  

 

Dick Wood 
Stewardship Chairperson 
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Christian Education 

Dear Sunday School Families,  

 

I hope that this finds you well and that you have enjoyed the summer. We are looking  

forward to beginning a new school year with you! 

 

Our first day of Sunday School will begin September 10 for ages pre-school through grade 

6.  Sunday School time will be taking place again during the 10:30 a.m. Worship Service. 

Teachers and students will go from worship to their class after a blessing, and return at 

the time of Holy Communion. We will be using Spark curriculum again this year and each 

student will use their Spark Bible to engage in God's words and life lessons during the 

learning time. A fall schedule will be made available soon. 

 

Nursery Care will be available during the service. We are looking for volunteers in both the 

Nursery and the classrooms to supervise or assist in cases when the teachers need to be 

out. Please consider helping out. 

 

We will have a quick Open House for students and parents in the classroom just before 

Coffee Hour to meet and greet the teachers, see your classroom, and complete registra-

tion. The Sunday School teachers this year will be: Laura King, Jan Kunkle, and Elaine 

Cook. We will also have some helpers in the classroom this year and thank them in  

advance. 

 

September 10 is also a special day for us at St. Michael's because it is God's Work. Our 

hands day. Godõs Work. Our hands. Sunday is an opportunity to celebrate who we are as 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America ñ one church, freed in Christ to serve and 

love our neighbor. We encourage you and your family to join us on this day dedicated to 

service after church.  Students are welcome after service to help tie and fold blankets for 

those in need and make cookies for donation to the Samaritan Center. For more infor-

mation on other opportunities see the information in the Trumpet or contact Karen 

Settembre at (315) 488-0537. 

 

St. Michael's Sunday School will be collecting items for Lutheran World Relief òSchool 

Kitsó for our fall project this year. Please see the list for more information on this exciting 

project! 

 

We look forward to a seeing you soon! 

 

Laura King (315) 380-7325 and Jan Kunkle (315) 382-2401 

Co-Sunday School Superintendents 
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Garden Update 

 

The garden is growing wonderfully! It is har-

vest time! Zucchini, Summer Squash, Wal-

thum Butternut squash, radishes, carrots, on-

ions, lots and lots of tomatoes of many varie-

ties, three kinds of peppers and an entire 

herb garden! The added garden has been a 

huge success. A special thanks to God for all 

the rain in the beginning of the season. If it 

was good for one thing it was certainly grow-

ing our garden!  

This is the time of year that requires the most work. Pat Zeluski has volunteered again to 

make sauce for our annual congregational meeting. Our garden goal for many years has 

been to yield enough produce to assist our Christian Outreach missions.  I am so excited 

to say that surplus produce will be donated this year to the food pantry at Brown Memorial 

Church on the southwest side.  

We need your help! Please come help water, pick, eat, and enjoy! Extra harvested food 

can be left in the baskets in the kitchen where I will gather them for donation.  

Please contact me with any questions or garden updates. (315) 380-7325 or Lau-

raKing77@gmail.com or on the St. Michael's Facebook page.  

Thanks to everyone who has worked so hard this season to make the garden so success-

ful.  

 

Laura King               

 

Steve Carlic  
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Coming  Events 

             
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sunday School Fall Project will be  

òSchool Kitsó for Lutheran World Relief 

 

School Kit Items needed: 

70-sheet notebooks of wide or college-ruled paper, approximately 8 x 10½ 

 inch; no loose-leaf paper  

30 centimeter ruler or a ruler with centimeters on one side and inches on the 

 other  side 

pencil sharpeners 

blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades work well)  

unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers 

black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink) 

box of 16 or 24 crayons  

2½ inch eraser  

                                  School Supply Sales are going on now! 

SAVE the DATE 

InterFaith Dinner Dialogues  

 Thursday, Sept. 14, 2017  

InterFaith Works' Dinner Dialogues will be held on Thursday, Sept. 14,  6 p.m. to 

8:30 p.m., at various local host residences in and around Syracuse. Gathering 

over a meal and discussing questions posed by a facilitator, diverse individuals 

offer their personal thoughts about faith and spirituality. The facilitator guides 

and moderates the dialogue so participants feel comfortable sharing.    

Dialogue hosts provide a simple vegetarian dinner for their guests. Eating to-

gether is a symbolic act of tolerance, respect and understanding, as well as an 

outward expression of unity among those with varied beliefs and religious tradi-

tions. Participation is free. Join us as we share, listen and learn how we as a 

community are united together. Registration forms are available in the Narthex. 
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Thank you choir, for the music, fun and fellowship we share on 

Wednesdays and Sundays as we prepare anthems for worship. 

Special thank you to the soloists who provided music for the re-

mainder of July : Dick and Mary Eileen Wood, Pastor Paul and 

Steve Carlic. Thank you Ann Givens, for proofreading many of the 

weekly bulletins! 

Consider joining the choir for the whole year, or perhaps just a 

season, such as Advent and Christmas. We rehearse anthems 

two months in advance most weeks.   If you are interested, 

speak to me or a choir member. 

The first choir rehearsal of the season has been scheduled for 

Wednesday, September 6, at 7:00 P.M. in the choir loft. 

I look forward to another enjoyable season with the choir of St. 

Michaelõs! 

Thank you Kelton Burnside for leading the music in worship on 

July 30t. 

August Classics - 

Thank you George and Lucille Teufel for once again helping to 

secure musicians for our August Classics.   

Musicians this year were:  Timothy Schmidt, guitar; Kelton Burn-

side, violoncello; Kelly Covert, flute; and Jillian Honn, oboe. 

Special thanks to all who signed up to sponsor our  

August Classics musicians! 

 

Allison Evans Henry (695-6677) 

Organist and Choir Director 

 

PRAYER  REQUESTS 

Your prayers are  

requested for the seri-

ously and/or chronical-

ly ill and for our home-

bound and adult care 

residence 

 members, and relatives 

and friends:  

 

Helen Brim 

Ruth Coe 

Lillian Fechner 

 Doris Keane 

Ronald & Donna Miller 

 Virginia Nelk 

Joe Stevens 

Betty Rising 

 

  

 

aƻƴŘŀȅ 

h/¢h.9w мсΣ  нлмт  

 мΥол - сΥол ǇΦƳΦ 

{ǘΦ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ  

CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ Iŀƭƭ 

tƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ 

м-улл-тоо-нтст   

hǊ 

 ǊŜŘŎǊƻǎǎōƭƻƻŘΦƻǊƎ 

ǘƻ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ŀƴ 

ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘΦ 

Update from our Organist and Choir Director 
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    Upcoming  Guild  Events: 

 

Altar Guild 
Altar Guild will meet  in 

September. 

 

Ruth McConnelee  

(488-3078) 

 

Mary Circle  

Mary Circle will meet on Wednesday, 

Sept. 6, at 9:30 AM  in the Fellow-

ship Hall. Emily Zieres will be the 

Hostess. In celebration of the 500th 

Anniversary of the Reformation, we 

will view Rick Steve's video, "Luther 

and the Reformation." If you are in-

terested in this film, which explores 

the reasons for and the results of the 

Reformation, We welcome you to join 

us.            

Emily Zieres (422-7873) 

 

Service Guild 

Service Guild will have their first fall 

meeting on September 19, at noon. 

We will be meeting in the Fellowship 

Hall to plan our fall agenda.  Every-

one is  

welcome. Please bring something for 

your lunch and dessert will be provid-

ed by Ann Maxfield and Betty Rising 

will provide  

devotions. 

 

Ann Maxfield (487-1413) 

  

 

 

  Womenõs Events 

 Women of the ELCA - UPSTATE NEW YORK SYNOD 

 BIENNIAL CONVENTION - 

òOur History is Our Strengthó 

The Upstate NY Synod of the Women of the ELCA  will hold their 

Biennial Convention Friday, Sept, 22 through Sunday,Sept.24 at 

the historic Hotel Utica. The early registration date has passed, 

but the fee now is just $10.00 more - $85.00  If you wish, you 

may register for Saturday only! That fee is $75.00 and includes 

your lunch and evening buffet. Please call the hotel for your 

room reservations which is $109 per night for up to 4 people. 

Registration Forms can be found on the table in the Narthex or 

on the WELCA Table under the coat rack in the Fellowship Hall. 

The Convention will celebrate both the Centennial of Women's 

Suffrage in N.Y. and the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation. 

There will be guest speakers, entertainment, a purse auction,  

pamper station, Bible study, movie night, hymn sing and many 

more educational, fun and hands-on activities. 

 

Additional information is included with the Registration Form. 

Please consider joining other Lutheran sisters from across Up-

state N.Y. Synod to celebrate "Our History" and "Our Strength!ó 

 

Questions? Please contact Karen Settembre, 315-488-0537 or 

Emily Zieres, 315-422-7873 

                                        Blanket Challenge 

In honor of the 500th Anniversary of  the Reformation, the  

Upstate N.Y. Synod of the Women of the ELCA has issued a 500 

Quilt or Blanket Challenge. A tally of all quilts and blankets made 

will be given at the Women's Synod Convention in September. We 

want to meet and exceed the goal of 500!  So, if you have time 

for a summer project, perhaps you or your group could make a 

fleece-tied blanket. Instructions for the blanket are on the table 

in the Fellowship Hall. You may give your blanket to a relative or 

friend, to a hospital or nursing home, Donate it to whomever or 

where ever you wish. Just let us know so we can include it in the 

tally. So far seven (7) blankets have been sent to Lutheran World 

Relief from St. Michael's and will be included in the Challenge 

Tally.   Thank- you, Emily Zieres 

WOMENõS  FALL GATHERING - OCTOBER 14.  SAVE THE DATE! 
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Reformation 500 

  

 REFORMATION 500 

Join with us to celebrate the 500th anniversary of   

Martin Lutherõs posting of the 95 Theses 

 

 

Sunday, October 1                                 Luther in Time and Place  

Start the month with a luncheon at church after the morning worship service, followed 

by a presentation titled, Luther in Time and Place.  Our speaker, Tom Henry, is a gifted 

educator, historian, and friend of St Michaelõs.  This fascinating program will be a great 

opportunity to learn more about our church heritage with a new and interesting perspec-

tive.   

Nothing happens in isolation.  World events unknown to Luther created conditions that 

allowed his 95 Theses to be posted and avoid being tossed on the scrapheap of history.  

Events in Europe, America, Asia, and Africa all shaped Lutherõs time and place.  Like-

wise, Luther could not conceive of the effects of his action.  We will look briefly at Luther 

as both an effect and a cause of enormous change centered on his actions on October 

31, 1517. 

Sunday, October 15 and 22                Luther and the Reformation  

A Rick Steves video will be shown in the fellowship hall during coffee hour.  In the video, 

Rick Steves travels in the footsteps of Martin Luther, explaining the historic, economic, 

and social context of the Reformation.  The original art, artifacts, gorgeous German 

townscapes and fascinating story all combine to make it both entertaining and interest-

ing. 

During the Month of October           Augsburg Fortress Book Fair 

Augsburg Fortress has offered congregations several books dealing with the Refor-

mation and the life and times of Martin Luther at 50% off the regular price.  These 

books will be available for you to browse and place orders.  Donõt forget to check out our 

own church library collection for more on Martin Luther. 

Watch the Sunday Bulletins for more information throughout the month.  We are looking 

for volunteers to help with the luncheon on October 1.  Contact Carol Argus, Lucille 

Teufel or Ann Reichert for more Information and offers of help! 

         


