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The Urgent vs. The Important 

“Sometimes we get so wrapped up in the urgent that we forget to attend to the  

important.”  Thus spoke The late Rev. Dr. Harrell Beck, professor of Old Testament 

Theology at Boston University School of Theology, to a group of pastors gathered on 

the California Coast in 1980, my first year as a fulltime, post-seminary pastor.  Ever 

since, whenever the challenges seemed hard and the way seemed steep, these words 

have come back to me.  

Here at St. Michael’s, we have lately, and somewhat understandably, been preoccu-

pied with the urgent.   

Without warning, we find ourselves reeling from a legal matter dating back some 55 

years.  It hit us like a sucker punch, with no warning, and we are left trying to figure 

out how to respond.  That’s what lawyers are for.  It is true, perhaps unjustly, that  

everyone hates lawyers until they need one.  I have known lawyers who were people 

of great integrity, and I have known lawyers against whom I would not turn my back.  

But in my lifetime, I have also known auto mechanics, and automobile salespeople, 

neighbors, and yes, even fellow clergy, about whom I can say precisely the same. 

Then, just as we were wrapping our heads around this new reality, and around our 

response to it, we were hit, a couple of weeks back, with another urgent matter.   

Many of you know that our old alarm system is antiquated, and not behaving well.  

With near precision, our old system has sent out a false fire alarm each Saturday at 

about 8:35 AM.  That alarm has, by design, alerted the fire department, and at least 

one of a handful of St. Michael’s people, usually Council President Jeff Till or me.   

Each time that happens, the fire department is obliged to come and check things out.  

To date, there has been no fire.  Understandably, the fire chief is not a happy camper 

about the whole thing.  Neither is Jeff Till.  Neither am I.   

Your Congregational Council has been working toward a solution.  The old system, as 

it turns out, is not repairable.  And so we are now under contract to have a new  

system installed.  It will be costly.  And we will manage the cost.  Hopefully, that  new  

system will be installed and up and running in the very, very near future.  And we will 

breath a sigh of relief, and we will seek to mend fences with our frustrated and over-

burdened fire chief.  Meanwhile, as you have probably heard, we have been required 

to take extraordinary measures to address the ongoing problem. 

These things are urgent.  And there will no doubt be more urgent things in the weeks 

and months ahead. 

But then, there are the important things.  We gather each Sunday for worship and 

learning.  We gather throughout the weeks for fellowship and study and mission.  We 
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are finding new ways to reach out to the people around us in our immediate community with ministries like car 

washes, and suppers, and household repair services, and High School student music events, and by employing 

new technologies.   

While the urgent things certainly demand our attention, so far we have managed to not let them overwhelm or 

sidetrack the things that are really important to our ministry, to our community, or to who we are as the people of 

Jesus Christ in this place.   

The ability to distinguish between the urgent and the important depends on our always remembering who we are, 

and why God has placed us here.  In the words of the prophet Micah, (Micah 6:8) “He has told you, O mortal, what 

is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with 

your God?” 

On those days when the urgent seems overwhelming, remember also these words of Jesus, (Luke 12:32), “Do not 

be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” 

 

Pastor Paul 

http://pauldreherwibergblog.blogspot.com/.   

 

Confirmation class is up and running!  We have three students this year, two in their second and final year, and 

one in his first year.  The curriculum is a broad overview of the Bible.  Between now and Christmas, we will focus on 

the Old Testament, and then after the first of the year, we will take up the New Testament.  It is our hope that this 

will mark the beginning of a lifelong practice of personal Bible reading and study. 

 

Since only two families are represented in this year’s class, we are asking others in the congregation to volunteer 

alongside the parents to be second adult in the room (in compliance with our Safe Child Policy) so that someone 

fulfills that role each Sunday that class is in session.  The class meets in the youth room from 9 to 10 AM.  There is 

a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the narthex.  At this writing, we have need for a second adult on Sunday, 

October 6th, and then each Sunday beginning on October 20th.  You have no responsibility other than to be present 

as an observer.  Feel free to bring a book, or you are welcome to listen in to the class.  We also ask second adult 

volunteers to bring a simple snack for the class (cookies, donut holes, etc.)  but that is less important than your 

presence! 

 

Thank you!  We look forward to a year of learning, growth, and relationship 

building for our confirmation class students. 

 

Pastor Paul 
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We are asking this year that parents help students feel comfortable using the Bible by 

reading with your child the Bible story in preparation for the upcoming Sunday. Please let 

us know if you will be out of Sunday School so we can plan lessons and supplies accord-

ingly. Students in K through 2nd grade please read out of the Spark Story Bible. 

Students in 3rd - 6th grade please read out of your Spark Bible (verses provided below.) 

Please bring your Bible backpack every Sunday.  

 

Sunday School is off to a great start! We have learned about Adam and Eve and  

Joseph so far! And we will be learning all about Moses soon!  

 

October 6: Manna, Quail and Water (Exodus 16:1-18; 17:1-7) 

 

October 13: Deborah (Judges 4:1-5:31) and God calls 

Samuel (1 Samuel 3:1-20) 

 

October 20: Solomon Builds the Temple (1 Kings 6) 

 

October 27: Martin Luther Lesson for Reformation 

Sunday. We will also have a Halloween Party (No cos-

tumes just fun!)  

*Please join us for Oktoberfest after service.   

      There will be pumpkins for the kids to decorate!  

 

We will also be selling blankets before and after service on this day. Please arrive 15 

minutes before service to help out. See info in Trumpet.  

                                                 

   Laura King 
Director of Christian Education 

(315) 380-7325  

LauraKing77@gmail.com  

YEAR GREEN/ FALL     
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Sunday School Fall 2019 Calendar 
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Eleven Initiatives 

 

Community Dinners     For the month of August, we served our picnic hamburger dinner on the 3rd 

Wednesday of the month.  Greg Allen provided us with entertainment in July but was out of town in Au-

gust.  A family from the community came to dinner.  A member of the family saw our piano and asked if 

he could play.  He was very good and everyone was entertained by him.  We hope that he will return for 

our Sept. dinner.  Stay tuned to the next Trumpet to find out if he did. 

Remember to join and support this ministry every 3rd Wednesday of the month.   

Caren Paventi 

 

Link to WG Music    Now that we've had our first success, it's time for our committee to meet for an up-

date and decide what next??? Linda will be setting up a meeting for September 29 after our 10:30 ser-

vice.  Anyone who would like to work on this initiative is welcome! We'll be meeting in the Education Wing, 

4th Classroom on the Right 

 

It's that time of year!  Spaghetti sauce is being prepared from our community garden and will be available 

for purchase after 10:30 services each Sunday.  Prices are $4.00 a pint and $6.00 a quart.  All proceeds 

will be donated to the food pantry.  Thank you in advance for your support and ENJOY!! 

 

ITEM Group Leader Phone Number 

Enhance the Welcoming of Visitors Don Daily 487-2114 

Host A Free Monthly Car Wash Kristine Breault 468-3469 

Host A Free Community Dinner (Monthly) Sam & Caren Paventi 430-3824 

Link to WG Music George Teufel 685-6109 

Help WG Students with Food & Meetings           Elaine Cook 925-9415 

Help WG With Technical Reviews Jeff Till 487-4140 

Technology Upgrades            Inge Spang                488-0442 

Help Our Neighbors with Home Maintenance Bill Kunkle 468-2400 

Door to Door -Canvas Our Neighbors Betty Rising 487-3932 

Move the Fairmount Market to our lot Beth Ann Healy 254-0350 

Enlarge Our Community Garden Steve Carlic 952-5954 

 



                                   
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to our dedicated members of the choir, who re-

hearse nine months of the year and sing eleven months of 

each year for worship.  Please consider joining the choir for a 

season or part of a season. 

 

Trumpet soloist James Kyle will be with us on Reformation  

Sunday.  James is a graduate of West Genesee High School 

and is currently studying with John Raschella at Syracuse 

University. 

 

Allison (315-695-6677) 

 

 

Do you like to take time at some point on Sunday to reflect about the previous 

week, learn some new information and share your thoughts with a group of 

adults that worship at SML?  If so, consider attending Sunday Forum - which is 

held between the two services from 9:15 to 9:55 AM.  Our plan for the next few 

weeks will have three parts.  First some reflection about the previous Sunday 

readings and sermon.  With Pastor Paul's sermon posted on his blog https://

pauldreherwibergblog.blogspot.com   you can quickly be prepared to share.  Then we will explore a inter-

esting topic that a member of the group has recommended due to what has been happening in their 

life.  Sunday Forum participants are encouraged to share their idea(s) and even lead the discussion - it's 

the adult thing to do!   Before the session ends - the interesting topic for the next session will be deter-

mined.  If you happen to be away on one Sunday, just check the Friday e-newsletter to learn what the 

topic will be on Sunday.   The best part of this - you can enjoy this discussion with a hot beverage of your 

choice.  Just serve yourself and walk down the hall to the Adult Library. 

Dorothy Wrase Hares for Lisa Jeske 

 

The Finance Committee will have a meeting for all interested in reviewing and discussing 

the proposed 2020 budget on Sunday, October 6, after the 10:30 a.m. service. 

 

Beth Healy 

Finance Chairperson (254-0350) 
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Choir Notes 

Sunday Forum 

Finance Committee Meeting 

https://pauldreherwibergblog.blogspot.com/
https://pauldreherwibergblog.blogspot.com/


 

Council News 

 

It’s budget time again.  I’d like to share with you the protocol for the timing of reviews that we developed 

after the last congregational meeting.  During that meeting, there were numerous questions brought up 

about the budget.  Because the vote was at that meeting, we feel that there may not have been sufficient 

time for the Council to review and respond to each comment before the vote.  So….. here’s the new and 

improved process: 

 

On September 8, 2019, the Finance committee produced a draft budget based on input from multiple 

committees and from past experience. 

 

This draft budget was reviewed and modified as felt necessary by Council on September 23, 2019. 

 

The budget as proposed by Council will be available for review by the congregation on October 6, 

2019.  The congregation will have until October 13, 2019 to submit comments, questions, correc-

tions, etc. in writing to Council for consideration.  October 6th through the 13th is your opportunity 

to submit any comments and/or justifications on the budget in writing to Beth Ann Healy or me. 

 

On October 21, 2019, Council will study the responses and may modify the budget if warranted.  If a 

comment is not found to necessitate a change, I will discuss the reasons why with the person sub-

mitting the comment.  This budget will be the final budget that will be voted on at November’s 

congregational meeting and will not be further modified.   

 

It is our hope that everyone will find this process more productive and responsive than our past practice. 

 

In Christ, 

 

Jeff (380-8080) 

Council President 
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Council Update 



                            Lutheran Campus Ministry Reformation Banquet 

“Honoring Our Past – Securing Our Future” 

Sunday, October 27, 2019, 4:00 – 7:00 p.m. 
Genesee Grand Hotel, Syracuse  

 
Please join one hundred area Lutherans at this year’s Reformation Banquet, which supports our Lutheran 
Campus Ministry with students at SU and SUNY-ESF. Tickets are available now or soon at $75 each at offices 
of area Lutheran congregations. Patron tickets at $100 each or as tables of 8 may also be purchased. If you 
cannot attend, or even if you do, you might consider making a $75 donation for a student to attend.    

 

This year we honor as “Distinguished Disciple” the Rev. Paul Bosch, our first full-time Lutheran Campus 
Pastor, who served in the sixties and seventies. His memory in this community endures. Also and newly 
known by us is our keynote speaker, the Rev. Brian E. Konkol, Ph.D., Dean of Hendricks Chapel at Syra-
cuse.  

The Genesee Grande at 1060 E. Genesee Street offers free and ample parking in its large rear lot. Please ar-
rive so as to be at your table by 4 p.m. And thank you for your support of campus ministry at other times of 
the year through your contributions or direct involvement in programs.  

Chris Jones has tickets to purchase.  Please see her to purchase a ticket or stop in the 
Church Office.  Deadline:  Oct. 20 
 

 St. Michael’s Trumpet 

Women’s  Bible Study 

                                  Women's Bible Study Group 

                                  Saturday, Oct. 19 

                                          9:00 a.m. 

                         Atonement Lutheran Church  

The Women's Bible Study Group  {B&B} will meet on Sat., Oct. 19, 9 AM, at Atonement  

Lutheran Church. The Study, "No Hard Feelings" continues with a session 

on "The Ache of Grief". Through Biblical Poetry, especially In Lamentations 

and the Psalms, we will  

discover liturgy, lament and hope for those who grieve, those who struggle 

to name their grief and those called to comfort the grieving. 

You are invited to join us for this Study from Gather Magazine. You do not 

have to subscribe to Gather or attended the first session to join us. The 

study lasts 2 hours. Any Questions? - or do you need transportation?  

Please contact Emily Zieres  (315-422-7873} 

Lutheran Campus Ministry 
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    Upcoming  Guild  Events: 

 

Altar Guild 
Altar Guild will be 

meeting on Oct. 7, at 

9:30 a.m. at the home 

of Brenda Williams. 
 

Ruth McConnelee (488-3078) 

 

Mary Circle   

 Mary Circle will meet on Monday, 

October 7 at 9:30 AM in the Fellow-

ship Hall.  PLEASE NOTE the Change 

of Day and Date!  We will be writing 

Fall Greetings to our Special Needs 

Members. We invite you to join us for 

coffee, fellowship and an opportunity 

to connect with those we don't get to 

see on Sundays.  

  

Emily Zieres (315-422-7873} 

      

                                              

Service Guild 

Service Guild will be meeting at noon 

on October 10 in the Fellowship Hall.  

Bring a lunch and dessert and  

devotions will be provided by Tina 

Brewer.  All are welcome. 
 

 

Ann Maxfield (487-1413)    

 

 

 

 

Blanket Sunday 

                                          Cherish All Children 
 Cherish All Children Is a Lutheran Ministry that  

partners with churches to prevent child sexual exploita-

tion. One of the ways they suggest we do this is through 

prayer. And, that is exactly what some folks here at St. 

Michael’s are doing:    

Praying for the well being and safety of all the children 

of St. Michael's from birth to age 25. We have 85  

children that fall into that age group. Some of us are 

praying for 10 children or more. If you would like to help 

us, please speak with Emily Zieres  (315-422-7873} for 

more information. Thank You. 

 

 

                              BLANKET SUNDAYS  

                     OCTOBER 27 & NOVEMBER 3                      

                                       

WELCA and the Sunday School are sponsoring  

Blankets for Church World Services. Your Contribution 

means CWS will be able to help people here in America 

and around the world recover from disasters and  

rebuild their lives. A blanket provides warmth, shelter, 

and protection. A donation of $5 will purchase one 

blanket. 

  PLEASE STOP BY THE TABLE IN THE NARTHEX 

     AFTER EITHER SERVICE ON EITHER SUNDAY! 

Our Sunday School Children and WELCA Members will 

be happy to assist you in purchasing a blanket. 

Women of the ELCA Gathering July 16-19, 2020   

PHOENIX  -Register online: welcatg.org  Opens Sept 30, 

2019.  Early bird discount through Jan. 6. 2020. Renew 

your spirit with thousands of faithful women just like 

you, eager to grow, learn, pray and party together.  



              

 

 

 

 

I want to thank all who contributed and participated in the assembling of 

our school kit project for Lutheran World Relief. Because of your generous 

donations we had more than enough supplies to fill 100 back pack bags. 

Our extra materials are going to Interfaith Works, for distribution to children 

in need.  Thank You! 

 

Karen Settembre 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OCTOBER  20    
CROP HUNGER WALK 

Please join us for a beautiful Sunday stroll along Onondaga Lake Park, 

while raising MONEY FOR 13 local charities. If you are interested, see 

Caren Paventi for registration forms. Stop by the Narthex table also. 

Location: 

Onondaga Lake Park 

Liverpool, NY 13088 

Walk route is approximately 3 miles. Bring your own water bottle/drink.  

Sign In Time: 12:30 p.m. 

Walk Time: 1:00 p.m. 
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God’s work. Our hands. 

     PRAYER  REQUESTS 

Your prayers are  

requested for the 

 seriously and/or 

chronically ill and for 

our homebound and 

adult care residence 

 members, and  

relatives and friends:  

 

Helen Brim 

Kathy Davis 

Lillian Fechner 

 Donna Miller 

 Virginia Nelk 

Betty Rising 

 

  

Monday,   

OCTOBER 21,  2019 

 1:30 - 6:30 p.m. 

St. Michael’s  

Fellowship Hall 

Please call 

1-800-448-3543   

Or 

 redcrossblood.org 

to schedule an 

appointment. 

Greater Syracuse Crop Hunger Walk 
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Fellowship   

.     

On Sept. 8  we celebrated Pastor Paul's upcoming birthday with pies and more pies.  We 

had apple, cherry, banana cream, coconut cream, pumpkin, German chocolate, Japanese 

fruit pie and pineapple pie.  Many thanks to Pat Zalewski,  

Sue Arquette, and Tina Brewer. 

 

Don't forget Oktober Fest is coming on Oct. 27. We will have a special German-style 

luncheon which will include knockwurst, hot dogs, sauerkraut, German potato salad and 

dessert.  Free-will offering will be received. 

 

Please sign up for Coffee Hour and share some new recipes with 

everyone. 

Running on grace, 

Caren Paventi                  

 

                                     ST. MICHAEL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

FREE 

COMMUNITY DINNER  
 5:00- 6:30 p.m. 

“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink,   
I was a stranger and you welcomed me." 

 

                                                     Oct. 16  —     Baked Ham Dinner 

                                                     Nov. 20  —    Turkey Dinner 

 
 Congregation:  please join us and help support this  

Outreach Ministry. 

Your attendance and help are appreciated! 
Bring a guest. 

 
To volunteer speak with Caren Paventi – 315- 430-3824 

 



     

 

Congregation Council 

St. Michael’s Lutheran Church  

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (E.L.C.A.)  

Upstate New York Synod 

Rev. Paul Dreher-Wiberg, Transitional Pastor  

Cell Phone: 315-420-4543  E-Mail:  pastorpaul@twcny.rr.com 

Allison Evans Henry, Organist/Adult Choir Director 

Paula Hansen, Church Office Secretary 

Rev. Kenneth C. Heuermann, Pastor Emeritus 

St. Michael’s Deacons are people who have been trained at the Hartwick Seminary Theological 

Institute sponsored by the Foothills Conference, and are commissioned to 

perform specific tasks within our congregation, as extended volunteer service, 

without financial reimbursement. 

Christine Jones:  (200-7625) Liturgical Assistant, Health and Wellness Issues  

Caren Paventi:    (484-6257) Liturgical Assistant, Christian Education,Visitation 

Betty Rising:       (487-3932) Liturgical Assistant, Visitation 

Emily Zieres:       (422-7873) Liturgical Assistant, Adult Christian Education 

 

                  CONGREGATION COUNCIL - 2019 

 

President:  Jeff Till (380-8080) 

Vice President:   

Secretary 
  

Kristine Breault  (468-3469)  Staff Support Liaison 

Bill Hares  (380-4242)  Missions Liaison 

Beth Ann Healy  (254-0350)  Finance Chairperson 

Bill Kunkle  (468-2400)  Property Liaison 

                                     Christian Outreach 

Caren Paventi              (430-3824)  Fellowship 

David Sessler  (488-0688)  Ushering Coordinator 

Rob Smith  (317-3600)            

George Teufel        (685-6109 ) Mission Endowment Fund Liaison 

Richard Wood  (468-1025)  Stewardship 

Emily Zieres              (422-7873)   

 

Treasurer:   Art Johnson (488-4339)  

Financial Secretary:  Gail Meyer   (399-0651) 

 

 

Deacons 

St. Michael’s 

Mission Statement 

 

We believe God calls 

St. Michael’s Lutheran 

Church to be 

 a community of  

Christian faith for all 

people,  

to worship God 

together, 

to nurture growth in the 

Christian faith, 

and to use our  

God-given gifts 

to serve each other, 

our community, 

and our world. 
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Information 

 

 

 Jon Seymour 

Diana Zeidel 

Margie Lindsey 

Andy Martin 

Ruth Martin 

 

Traveling Parishioners 

Our members have visited churches over the 
past weeks: 

 

St. John Lutheran Church- 
    Hamlin, NY 

 

Congratulations to Allison and Tom  

Henry on the birth of  their grandson Clark 

Murphy Gorman, born on Sept. 6 to  

Colleen and Philip Gorman, 8 pounds, 4 ounc-

es, 21  inches long.  Clark is named after 

Tom’s father. 

 

Birth Announcement 

MEMORIALS 

In Sympathy 

Richard Hamann 

August 31, 2019 

Memorial Service will be 

April 18, 2020  

  Upcoming Events 

Voices of Faith Concert– Oct. 20, 2:00 p.m.  

at Camillus Baptist Church, 23  

Genesee St., Camillus. 

 

Fairmount Community Church UCC is have a 

Seminar- Part Three: Featuring a representa-

tive from the Onondaga County Office for Ag-

ing: Senior Living Solutions: From Staying 

Home to Skilled Nursing on Sat., Oct. 19, 

9:30-11:00 at the Camillus Senior Center, 

251/2 First Street, Camillus. Please RSVP 

315-487-8521, fccuccoffice@gmail.com 

 

4th Annual Lobster Dinner Fest Troop 60, 

Warners, NY at Camillus Fire Dept., 

Oct. 5, 3:00-7:30 p.m. Dinner ($20) includes 

lobster, salt potatoes, corn, cold slaw and 

butter. Live or steamed lobster ($14); Lob-

ster Mac & cheese ($8.) Tickets:  

Troop60lobster.com      

Questions: 315-708-3972- Carrie 

 

 

Congratulations to Don Daily who just retuned 

from Paris Island, SC to see his grandson 

graduate into the Marines. 

New Marine 

mailto:fccuccoffice@gmail.com
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October  27 

Oktoberfest 

German style Luncheon 

Free-Will Offering 

              St. Michael’s Lutheran Church              

         FREE 

COMMUNITY DINNER  

 5:00- 6:30 p.m. 

October  16 
 

 

 

 

 

Baked Ham Dinner 

 


